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from the perspective of barangay officials involved in CBDR. The research 
investigated the narratives of officials, both treatment facilitators and 
%'(5'01$(?#')##')@$'#50',./5$+"#.'$#>%#'.#/2#)$./$.1%6#1#/+./5$89:;$
programs. The research used Murray’s (2000) framework and elicited 
data on three levels: ideological, positional, and personal. The findings 
'#?#06#,$ .,#(6(5.206$/0''0+.?#)$(*$89:;$0)$ 0/$06+#'/0+.?#$ '#)%(/)#$ +($
the government’s approach, CBDR as effective solution to treating drug 
&)#@$0/,$0)$%0'+$(*$0$"(6.)+.2$0%%'(02"$+($,'&5$'#2(?#'-A$!"#$%().+.(/06$
/0''0+.?#)$2(1%6#1#/+$+"#$.,#(6(5.206$/0''0+.?#)$0)$+"#-$,#)2'.4#,$+"#.'$
'(6#)$0)$%'(+#2+(')@$*02.6.+0+(')$(*$5'(B+"@$0/,$%0'+/#')A$C.1.60'6-@$+"#.'$
personal narratives revealed experiences of frustration, fulfillment, 
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0'#$ +0%%#,$ +($ %'(?.,#$ 40).2$ 2(&/)#66./5$ 0/,$ )&%%('+$ +($ %#(%6#$ 0/,$
families who are affected by drug use and, as such, play an important 
role in rehabilitation and reintegration (UNODC, 2014). 

A study shows that the effectiveness of a treatment relies on the 
#>+#/+$ +($B".2"$*02.6.+0+(')$20/$'#60+#$ +($0/,$I##%$26.#/+)$ ./+#'#)+#,A$
Facilitators’ effectiveness is also dependent on their commitment 
0/,$ +"#.'$ 04.6.+-$ +($ 5#+$ 26.#/+K)$ 0++#/+.(/$0/,$ '#)%#2+$ 7C%0'#'@$ PQRS<A$
UNODC guidelines for CBDR articulate the attributes of an effective 
2(11&/.+-$ 2(&/)#6('$ )&2"$ 0)$ "0?./5$ 40).2$ 2(&/)#6./5$ )I.66)$ 702+.?#$
6.)+#/./5@$ %'(2#))./5@$ '#)%(/,./5@$ 0/,$ +#02"./5<@$ 4#./5$ #1%0+".2@$
%'02+.206@$ 2'#0+.?#$ 0/,$ .105./0+.?#$ 02+.(/3('.#/+#,@$ 0/,$ #+".206A$ G/$
addition, service providers should be respectful and non-judgmental 
(UNODC, 2014).
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communities to provide accessible, affordable, and evidence-based 
treatments; implement screening, assessment and treatment planning; 
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& Ramos, 2016). Given the interdependent nature of Filipinos, the 
modules required homework that engaged the drug users’ families 
and family sessions. Cognizant of the importance of cultural norms 
(* pakikisama$ 72((%#'0+.(/<$ 0/,$ kapwa 7&/.+-$ (*$ +"#$ )#6*$ B.+"$
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+($+"#$%(6.2#$.*$+"#-$*0.6$+($2((%#'0+#A$F$%0'+.2.%0+#$)"0'#,@$L\#$B#'#$
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they get a certificate of completion, they are not bothered anymore by 
+"#$%(6.2#A$U/6-$ .*$ +"#-$ *0.6$ +($0++#/,$ +"#$1(,&6#)$ +"0+$B#$B.66$"0/,$
+"#1$(?#'$+($+"#$=D=MA

One barangay official agreed that sometimes the punitive approach 
.)$/#2#))0'-$*('$)(1#$%0'+.2.%0/+)$)0-./5@$L]#0"@$+"#-$0'#$)20'#,A$!"#-$
"0?#$+($(46.5#$+($B"0+$+"#$%(6.2#$)0-A$9#20&)#$-(&$06)($"0?#$+($)20'#$
+"#1A$9#20&)#$.*$-(&$,(/K+$)20'#$+"#1@$.+K)$?#'-$"0',AM

J(B#?#'@$ ./$ )(1#$ 40'0/50-)@$ '0+"#'$ +"0/$ 2((%#'0+.(/$ 0/,$
partnership between the police and community officials, there is 
2(/)+0/+$+#/).(/$0/,$0$602I$(*$2((',./0+.(/A$F$%0'+.2.%0/+$'#10'I#,@$
L!"#'#K)$(/#$+.1#$+"0+$+"#$%(6.2#$'#066-$,.,/K+$%0))$4-$"#'#$740'0/50-$
office). Fifteen policemen immediately entered the group session. We 
,.,/K+$I/(B$.*$+"#-K'#$6((I./5$*('$,'&5)$4#20&)#$+"#$%(6.2#1#/$,.,/K+$
)0-$B"0+$+"#-$B#'#$6((I./5$*('AM

U/#$ %0'+.2.%0/+$ '#2(&/+#,$ 0$ 20)#$ (*$ 0$ %#')(/$ B"($ ,.#,$ *'(1$
extrajudicial killings. Prior to the incident, the person was captured 
in the CCTV of the barangay while he/she was still alive. However, 
after the person was killed, the police requested that the CCTV footage 
4#$,#6#+#,A$!".)$%0'+.2.%0/+$/0''0+#,@$LG$,.,$/(+$6#+$+"#1$7+"#$%(6.2#<$
./+.1.,0+#$1#A$G$,.,$/(+$0)I$*('$+"#$88!^$*((+05#$+($4#$,#6#+#,AM

G'(/.2066-@$#?#/$0)$+"#-$+((I$(/$+"#$'(6#$(*$%'(+#2+(')@$2(11&/.+-$
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%'(+#2+('@$*02.6.+0+('$(*$5'(B+"@$0/,$%0'+/#'A$G/+#'#)+./56-@$+"#)#$'(6#)$
2(1%6#1#/+#,$+"#$.,#(6(5.206$+"#1#)A

Barangay official as a protector.$!"#$'#*('10+.?#$%#')%#2+.?#$
of CBDR is also related to how facilitators view their role. Majority of 
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of CBDR as a holistic approach to drug treatment., barangay officials 
%#'2#.?#,$+"#.'$'(6#$0)$%0'+/#'#,$,&+-34#0'#')$4#20&)#$+"#-$+0I#$%0'+$
./$ +"#$ %'(2#))$ (*$ ,#6.?#'./5$ 89:;$ ./$ +"#.'$ '#)%#2+.?#$ 2(11&/.+.#)A$
The barangay officials recognize that these partnerships are important 
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him/her.”

%#0*:)4'M$K#)*#$:?$EN(#0&#)A#$=#2407&)2$9</=

EN(#0&#)A#$ :?$ ?01*-04-&:)$ 4)7$ ?4-&21#L$ !"#$ %#')(/06$
narratives of barangay officials also validate their ideologies and 
%().+.(/)A$T('$ ./)+0/2#@$ ./$I##%./5$B.+"$ +"#$ .,#(6(5-$(*$89:;$0)$0/$
alternative to the current approach, barangay officials expressed 
*##6./5)$(*$*'&)+'0+.(/$0+$+"#$%#'2#.?#,$602I$(*$02+.(/$('$20'#$*'(1$+"#$
/0+.(/06$5(?#'/1#/+A$U/#$'#)%(/,#/+$*#6+$+"0+$"#$B0)$#>#'+./5$1&2"$
more effort than those with higher positions. Another felt demotivated 
4#20&)#$+"#$5(?#'/1#/+$,.,$/(+$)##1$+($20'#$04(&+$+"#$'#"04.6.+0+.(/$
of the drug surrenderees:

;.5"+$/(B@$.*$-(&K'#$5(./5$+($0)I$1#$.*$GK1$./)%.'#,$+($2(/+./&#$*('$
+"#$(+"#'$40+2"#)@$GK1$/(+A$9#20&)#$(/$1-$6#?#6$GK1$,(./5$1-$%0'+A$
I’m giving my life. I’m giving my time, my effort. There are times 
B"#'#$GK1$*('2#,$+($)%#/,$1-$(B/$1(/#-A$9&+$.*$-(&$6((I$0+$+"#$
higher offices, like what happened to the 6.5 shabu shipment…

F/(+"#'$#>%'#))#,@$L[$C($B"0+K)$+"#$&)#$(*$+"#$%'(5'01$.*$+"#$".5"#'$
ups don’t match the efforts exerted by those in the local level?”

F).,#$ *'(1$ +".)@$ )(1#$ %0'+.2.%0/+)$ 06)($ /0''0+#,$ "(B$ +.1#3
consuming their job as a facilitator was. They also expressed that 
handling the CBDR program often conflicted with their other personal 
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0%%'#2.0+#,@$L\#$06)($'#2#.?#$+"0/I)$*'(1$+"#$(/#)$B"(AAA$0%%'#2.0+#$
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The officials and overseers also derive a sense of purpose or 
meaning in the role despite difficult circumstances, “I like this messy 
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2&+$02'())$+"#$?0'.(&)$6#?#6)$B0)$+"#$%#'2#%+.(/$(/$+"#$5(?#'/1#/+K)$
drug war. Majority of community officials appeared to support 
89:;$0)$0$ '#)%(/)#$ +($ +"#$,'&5$%'(46#1$4&+$06)($0)$0/$0/+.,(+#$ +($
+"#$ ?.(6#/2#$ 0))(2.0+#,$ B.+"$ +"#$ 5(?#'/1#/+K)$ ,'.?#$ 050./)+$ .66#506$
drugs. However, one official also believed that fear was sometimes 
necessary to motivate users to change. The differences in narratives 
reflect opposing ideologies particularly that of retributive justice 
versus restorative justice. Retributive justice essentially refers to the 
repair of justice through unilateral imposition of punishment, whereas 
restorative justice means the repair of justice through reaffirming a 
shared value-consensus in a bilateral process (Wenzel, Okimoto, 
Feather, & Platow, 2008. The involvement of community members in 
the justice process allows them to learn about the crime, offenders, 
victims, and justice so they may be involved in bringing about lasting 
system changes (Umbreit et al., 2007).  

J(B#?#'@$ &/,#'$ =".6.%%./#$ O0B$ 7;F$ QPVS<@$ $ +"#$ 10/&*02+&'#@$
,.)+'.4&+.(/@$0/,$%())#)).(/$(*$,0/5#'(&)$,'&5)$0/,$%0'0%"#'/06.0$.)$
a crime and this is what is emphasized in the retributive approach. 
Z?#/$ 0)$ %#(%6#$ ?(6&/+0'.6-$ )&''#/,#'#,$ 0/,$ B#'#$ /(+$ 02+&066-$
20&5"+$&/,#' Oplan Tokhang, +"#'#$.)$0$%'#)&1%+.(/$(*$5&.6+A$!"&)@$
'#2(?#'./5$ &)#')$ 0'#$ +'#0+#,$ 0)$ 2'.1./06)A$ T#0'$ 0/,$ %&/.)"1#/+$ 0'#$
also reflected in the narrative construction of the participants some of 
B"(1$#>%6.2.+6-$)+0+#,$+"#.'$,.)05'##1#/+$B.+"$+"#$2&''#/+$0%%'(02"@$
others expressing qualified agreement, as well as fear and hesitation in 
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of CBDR as an effective tool in rehabilitating drug users. This also 
?06.,0+#)$%'#?.(&)$)+&,.#)$+"0+$)"(B$#?.,#/2#$(*$+"#$#2(/(1.2@$1#,.206@$
community, and ethical benefits of CBDR (Tanguay et al., 2015).  

In relation to the perception of the effectiveness of CBDR, 
community officials positioned themselves as facilitators of growth. 
!"#$ /0''0+.?#)$ (*$ +"#$ %0'+.2.%0/+)$ )"(B$ +"0+$ +"#-$ ,#'.?#$ 0$ )#/)#$
of fulfillment from seeing an actual impact on the lives of their 
participants. The finding that community facilitators report a sense 
of fulfillment in their role as facilitators of growth is consistent with 
6.+#'0+&'#$ +"0+$ ?(6&/+##'$ B('I#')$ #>%#'.#/2#$ )0+.)*02+.(/$ B"#/#?#'$
their experiences fulfill their motivations for helping (Finkelstein, 
2008). Other studies on the job satisfaction of mental health workers 
suggest three main factors are responsible for the job satisfaction 
and burnout levels of mental health workers: the amount of praise 
,#6.?#'#,$4-$)&%#'?.)(')@$)060'-$6#?#6)@$0/,$%'(1(+.(/06$(%%('+&/.+.#)$
(Martin & Schinke, 1998).  Although the current research does not 
#>%6.2.+6-$#>%6('#$+"#)#$)01#$*02+(')@$ .+$ .)$/(+046#$+"0+$ +"#$%#'2#.?#,$
%'0.)#$0/,$0%%'#2.0+.(/$(*$ +"#$B('I#')$0%%#0'$ +($10./6-$2(1#$*'(1$
+"#.'$26.#/+)$0/,$/(+$+"#.'$)&%#'?.)(')A$

The acknowledgement that CBDR requires a holistic approach 
is also related to the role of barangay officials as partner to a variety 
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!"#$)+&,-$.)$0/$#>%6('0+('-$'#)#0'2"$(/$89:;$*'(1$+"#$%#')%#2+.?#$
of barangay officials.  A limitation of the study was that officials only 
201#$*'(1$H#+'($H0/.60$0/,$+"#$,0+0$10-$/(+$20%+&'#$+"#$,.?#').+-$
of perspectives of barangay officials and overseers in other parts of the 
2(&/+'-A$T&+&'#$)+&,.#)$10-$#>%0/,$+"#$)2(%#$0/,$(4+0./$%#')%#2+.?#)$
*'(1$(+"#'$2(11&/.+-$2(/+#>+)$7.A#A@$'&'06@$(&+).,#$H#+'($H0/.60<A$$$

:#)%.+#$ .+)$ 6.1.+0+.(/)@$+"#$)+&,-$%'#)#/+)$%'02+.206$ .1%6.20+.(/)$
'#50',./5$ +"#$ .1%6#1#/+0+.(/$ (*$ 89:;A$ !"#$ 602I$ (*$ '#)(&'2#)$ ./$
implementing CBDR is a major barrier for those facilitating CBDR. 
There is a need for financial, logistical, and human resource support 
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*'&)+'0+.(/$ 06)($ )&55#)+$ +"#$ /##,$ +($ 20'#$ *('$ 20'#5.?#')A$ 9#-(/,$
%'(?.,./5$ )I.66)$ +'0././5@$ .+$ .)$ .1%('+0/+$ +($ %'(?.,#$ 2(02"./5$ 0/,$
)&%%('+$#)%#2.066-$+($+"()#$*02.6.+0+./5$89:;A$G/$0,,.+.(/@$./(2&60+.(/@$



AllAdo, GumbA, melo, & HecHAnovA VP

Enriquez, V. G. (1992). From colonial to liberation psychology. 
Quezon City: University of the Philippines Press.

Finkelstein, M. A. (2008). Volunteer satisfaction and volunteer action: 
F$ *&/2+.(/06$ 0%%'(02"A$ Social Behavior and Personality: An 
International Journal, 367P<@$Q3P`A

Geronimo, J. (2016, August 18). War on Drugs: Rehabilitation must 
be more than knee-jerk reaction. Rappler.$ ;#+'.#?#,$ *'(1$





AllAdo, GumbA, melo, & HecHAnovA



Narratives of officials oN commuNity rehab64

Willis-Shattuck, M., Bidwell, P., Thomas, S., Wyness, L., Blaauw, D., & 
Ditlopo, P. (2008). Motivation and retention of health workers in 
developing countries: A systematic review. BMC Health Services 
Research, 8, 247. doi:10.1186/1472-6963-8-247


