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Correspondence Bias in the Attribution  
of Political Attitudes 
 

In understanding another person’s behaviors, inferences 
are made as to what a person is and what motivates him or her to 
behave that way. These inferences can be arrived at either by 
explaining the behavior in terms of the person’s disposition or the 
nature of the situation in which the behavior occurs (Aronson, 
Wilson, & Akert, 2013). In the current scenario of Philippine 
politics, however, it is a common observation (especially in social 
media and online forum sites) that agreement or disagreement on 
a certain political issue could easily lead to generalizations about 
one’s personal dispositions, such as being prejudiced toward owerF4 11.9
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condition; (b) choice – anti-RH Law condition; (c) no choice – pro-
RH Law condition; and (d) no choice – anti-RH Law condition. 
The participants were randomly assigned to these four conditions 
by distributing the research materials in a randomly determined 
sequence. The dependent variable of the study is the participants’ 
estimate of the essay-writer’s true attitude toward the issue of RH 
Law. 
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were given different personal materials written by the same 
college student, such as an excerpt from the person’s 
autobiographical essay, a short essay prepared for a creative 
writing course regarding conflicting values in contemporary 
society, and an essay from a political science assignment. 
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correlations were also computed to find out if there is a 
relationship between (a) the participants’ own attitudes and the 
estimates of the essay-writer’s true attitude and (b) the 
favorability of trait attribution and the estimates of the essay-
writer’s true attitude. 
 

RESULTS 
 

 The participants’ responses in the manipulation check 
indicated that they understood the instructions given to the essay-
writer and that they thought this person was able to follow the 
instructions properly. The means and standard deviations of the 
participants’ ratings of their own attitude, estimates of the essay-
writer’s true attitude, and trait attribution are shown in Table 1. 
The participant’s own attitudes toward the RH Law are not 
significantly different across conditions (F(3, 141) = 2.417, p = 
.069). In general, the participants were in favor of the RH Law (X̄ 
= 46.641, SD = 8.119; since the lowest possible score is 10 and 
the highest is 70, the midpoint is at 40). Likewise, there is no 
significant difference in the participants’ favorability of trait 
attribution toward the essay-writer across conditions (F(3, 141) 
= 1.596, p = .193). Participants rated the essay-writer toward 
the more favorable traits (X ̄ = 58.630, SD = 10.329; since the 
lowest possible score is 12 and the highest possible score is 84, 
the midpoint is at 48). Significant, albeit weak, positive correlation 
was found between the participants’ ratings of their own attitude 
and their estimates of the essay-writer’s true attitude (r = .171, p 
= .040). However, no significant correlation was found between 
the favorability of trait attribution and estimates of the essay-
writer’s true attitude. 



NALIPAY   149 

PHILIPPINE JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY (2017) Vol. 50   No. 2 

 
Table 1. Results of Descriptive Statistics 

 
  Own Attitude Essay Writer' Attitude Trait Attribution 
 N   M SD M SD M SD 

Pro-Choice 38 49.421 8.179 53.974 8.849 57.553 10.944 
 
Anti-Choice 

36 44.694 8.779 33.306 11.326 59.976 7.970 

 
Pro-No Choice 

35 46.629 6.778 52.752 7.289 60.914 10.947 

 
Anti-No Choice 

36 45.667 8.096 31.500 11.428 56.199 10.862 
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 The findings of 2 x 2 factorial ANOVA are shown in Table 
2, and estimated marginal means are presented in Table 3. It was 
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Table 3.  Estimated Marginal Means 

 
 

Mean Std. Error 
95% Confidence Interval 

Lower Bound Upper Bound 
Choice   
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incomplete correction may have led to correspondence bias 
(Aronson et al., 2013; Gilbert & Malone, 1995). 
 

 Moreover, unlike behavioral constraints that affect the 
person’s capacity to enact certain options regardless of his/her 
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